
Template for research proposal: Critical Report

This guide allows you to provide an outline of research motivations and objectives identifying key research to support a discussion on a specific research topic.
Note: you should apply the Harvard referencing conventions in all sections.

1. Research Objective and Question
	A title's primary function is to define precisely and concisely the topic. A legitimate secondary function is to stimulate the reader's interest. Two-part titles are common: a main title to stimulate interest and somehow imaginatively 'encapsulate' the topic, and a subsidiary title to specify or focus the topic.

	《Between Life and Death: A Comparative Study of Death Representation in Eastern and Western Cinema》




2.  Project Rationale 
	Consider and explain why you wish to research the subject? A short introduction to the topic, why it is of interest, and why the research is worthwhile. Clarify the central question you are addressing, what will your argument, (your hypothesis) be? (Max 200 words)

	My motivation to explore the cinematic representation of death stems from a deeply personal experience. Last year, my grandmother suffered a sudden heart failure and went through a life-and-death struggle. After her recovery, she shared with me vivid memories of what she saw and felt at the edge of death—her descriptions of light, memory, and time profoundly moved me and awakened my curiosity about the meaning of death itself. Film, as an art form that connects emotion and philosophy, often reflects how different cultures perceive and confront mortality through narrative and visual language. This research aims to compare how Eastern and Western films represent death and explore how cinema helps people face the end of life and the search for meaning.

Research Question: How do Eastern and Western films interpret death from their distinct cultural perspectives?

Hypothesis: Western films tend to emphasize individual redemption and existential reflection, while Eastern films focus more on spiritual continuity and the cyclical nature of life.





3. Keywords and keyword phrases used for research
	Experiment with connecting key words and phrases relevant to your topic and research objectives on academic sites. You can optimise key words/phrase searching by reading around your topic.

	Death and dying in film
Death representation
Cinematic death
Grief and mourning
Eastern and Western perspectives





4. Situate your proposal in relation to key texts, issues and debates.
	Produce a draft review establishing and explaining the views of relevant authors and how they can support the presentation of your argument to answer the research question. Use Harvard referencing (Max 300 words)

	Death in Film — The Ethics of Visualization (Spectacle vs. Dignity)
Debate: Does film treat death as entertainment to attract viewers, or can it help people reflect on life and feel respect and empathy?
Key Perspectives:
Aaron argues that some films portray death in a dramatic and exaggerated way, while others show it quietly and with dignity. Factors such as gender, race, and social class affect whose deaths receive more attention or emphasis.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hakola suggests that documentaries sometimes show death in a more human and personal way instead of just a medical one, but this can also raise ethical issues, such as whether the person filmed has given consent and whether they feel vulnerable in front of the camera.










5. Identify any materials or data that will be examined 
	Include names of material examples to be examined such as films, artworks, games, events, directors and artists, or any other relevant media. sources that might provide pertinent data or statistics to support research objectives. All material should be referenced using the Harvard Style

	Chinese Films
Han, Y. (dir.) (2020) A Little Red Flower. China: Huayi Brothers.
Wang, X. (dir.) (2019) So Long, My Son. China: Xi’an Film Studio.
Western / International Films
Unkrich, L. and Molina, A. (dirs.) (2017) Coco. USA: Pixar Animation Studios / Walt Disney Pictures.
Docter, P. and Powers, K. (dirs.) (2020) Soul. USA: Pixar Animation Studios / Walt Disney Pictures.






6. Bibliography 
	List recognised academic books, journals and articles, that you may use to support the research you wish to undertake. This list should be referenced. Harvard Style – For guidance on how to reference correctly (using your UAL login) See appropriate examples on https://www.citethemrightonline.com/ 

	Aaron, M. (2014) Death and the Moving Image: Ideology, Iconography and 'I'. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.
Walter, T. (2020) Death in the Modern World. London: Sage.
Ariès, P. (1981) The Hour of Our Death. New York: Knopf.
Kübler-Ross, E. (1969) On Death and Dying. New York: Macmillan.
Sullivan, D. and Greenberg, J. (eds.) (2013) Death in Classic and Contemporary Film: Fade to Black. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.
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